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WAYLAND BAPTIST UNIVERSITY 
Online Campus
School of Humanities and Leadership

Wayland Baptist University Mission Statement:  Wayland Baptist University exists to educate students in an academically challenging, learning-focused and distinctively Christian environment for professional success, and service to God and humankind.

Course Name:  ENGL 5303 Shakespeare
	
Term and Year: Spring 2, 2026

Full Name of Instructor: Dr. Chloe Brooke

Office Phone and WBU Email Address: chloe.brooke@wayland.wbu.edu 

Office Hours, Building, and Location: available via email and Zoom by appointment

Class Meeting Time and Location: online asynchronous

Catalog Description: An intensive study of selected plays and/or poetry 

Prerequisite:
 
Required Textbook and Resources: 

The Norton Shakespeare Essential Plays and Sonnets, 3rd edition, edited by Stephen Greenblatt, Suzanne Gossett, Jean E. Howard, Katharine Eisaman Maus, and Gordon McMullan. Norton & Company, 2016. ISBN: 978-0-393-93863

Optional Materials: 

Garber, Marjorie. Shakespeare After All. Vintage 2005. ISBN: 978-0385722148
 
Course Outcome Competencies: Upon the conclusion of this course, students actively engaged in learning will be able to:
	1.  Read and interpret the dramas intelligently and evaluate them critically.
	2.  Explain the basics of the cultural and historical context in which the dramas were written.
	3.  Perceive (beyond the plot) themes and dramatic devices that make Shakespeare, Shakespeare.
	4.  Produce in style and content essays or oral presentations appropriate for graduate students of English
5.  Conduct graduate-level research on a topic related to Shakespeare’s dramas, and articulate comprehension of this research by producing a research essay of not less than 12 pages.
6.  Through the use of an oral [or comparable format] presentation or teaching session, lead others to a deeper or unique understanding of one of the works of the dramas of Shakespeare.

The more the student puts into the course, the higher his or her outcome competencies will be.

Attendance Requirements: As stated in the Wayland Catalog, students should make every effort to attend all class meetings.  All absences must be explained to the instructor, who will then determine whether the omitted work may be made up.  When a student reaches that number of absences considered by the instructor to be excessive, the instructor will so advise the student and file an unsatisfactory progress report with the campus executive director.  Any student who misses 25 percent or more of the regularly scheduled class meetings may receive a grade of F in the course.  Additional attendance policies for each course, as defined by the instructor in the course syllabus, are considered a part of the University’s attendance policy. 


Link to WBU’s Statement on Academic Integrity, and reference one of the following in regard to how generative artificial intelligence (GAI) such as ChatGPT may or may not be used in this course:
0. No use of any generative AI tools permitted.
0. Students are required to create and produce all work themselves or with assigned group members. Any work submitted that has used an AI generative tool like ChatGPT will be in immediate violation of the academic integrity policies for the course and WBU.
0. All assignments must be fully created, designed, and prepared by the student(s). 
0. Any work that uses generative AI will be treated as plagiarism.
Disability Statement: In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), it is the policy of Wayland Baptist University that no otherwise qualified person with a disability be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subject to discrimination under any educational program or activity in the university.  The Disability Coordinator and Academic Coach serves as the coordinator of students with disabilities and must be contacted concerning accommodation requests (office (806) 291- 1057.  Documentation of a disability must accompany any request for accommodations.

Course Requirements and Grading Criteria: 

Assignments:

OED Report						5%
Discussion Boards, Reflections, & Process Work		20%
Article Presentation					15%
Teaching Video: Introduce a Play				15%
Annotated Bibliography & Proposal Video		15%
Final Paper						15%
Final Exam (three short responses)			15%

Following statement must be included following Course requirements and grading criteria:
“Students shall have protection through orderly procedures against prejudices or capricious academic evaluation. A student who believes that he or she has not been held to realistic academic standards, just evaluation procedures, or appropriate grading, may appeal the final grade given in the course by using the student grade appeal process described in the Academic Catalog.  Appeals  may  not  be  made  for  advanced  placement  examinations  or  course  bypass examinations. Appeals are limited to the final course grade, which may be upheld, raised, or lowered at any stage of the appeal process. Any recommendation to lower a course grade must be submitted through the  Vice President of Academic Affairs to the Faculty Assembly Grade Appeals Committee for review and approval. The Faculty Assembly Grade Appeals Committee may instruct that the course grade be upheld, raised, or lowered to a more proper evaluation.”

Tentative Schedule:

	Weekly Reading
	Weekly Assignments

	Week 1
Literary Theory and Philosophy
King Lear Acts 1-4
	Watch Syllabus and Course Intro, Watch Introduction to Shakespeare lecture video and our three intersections (literary theory and philosophy, history and politics, and performance)

Post Introduction discussion board and reply to at least 1 peer.

After reading King Lear reading assignment and watching King Lear lecture, complete the King Lear discussion board activity.

Academic article discussion board due: choose any academic article related to Shakespeare and any of our specific course topics (literary theory and philosophy, early modern history and politics, or performances and drama) . Answer the following questions in a discussion board to prepare for your article presentation next week: what does the article argue? What is its scope? (like what plays does it focus on?) What other secondary research does it use to prove its point?


	Week 2
Literary Theory and Philosophy
King Lear Act 5
Richard the Third Acts 1-2
	Post a response to the literary theory and philosophy discussion board.

Article Presentation due

	Week 3
Early Modern History and Politics
Richard the Third Acts 3-5
Henry IV Part 1 Act 1
	After reading Richard the Third and watching the lecture, complete the Richard the Third discussion board activity.

Submit

	Week 4
Early Modern History and Politics
Henry IV Part 1 Acts 2-5
	Complete the early modern history and politics discussion board. 

Teaching Video due

	Week 5
Henry V Acts 1-3
	After reading Henry IV, complete the Henry IV Part 1 discussion board.




	Week 6
Early Modern History and Politics
Henry V Acts 4-5
	After reading Henry V, complete the Henry V discussion board.

Annotated Bibliography and Proposal video due.


	Week 7
Performance and Drama
The Tempest Act 1-3
	After reading The Tempest, complete The Tempest discussion board.
 Performance and Drama discussion board. 


	Week 8
Performance and Drama
The Tempest Acts 4-5
	Final Paper peer review and final version due & Final Exam due
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